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not found any mention of Kashmere kings.1   If, there-
fore, we treat Gonanda's being a contemporary of the
Pandavas, as itself a mistake, the difficulty which confron-
ted Kalhana disappears and Rajatarangini or the history
of Kashmere does not in reality conflict with the view
above propounded.    Kalhana himself admits that in his
days too the tradition was that the Kaliyuga began with
the end of the Mahabharata war.    The same tradition
prevailed  in the days of the well-known   astronomer
Arya-bhatta; the same belief was held in 153 B.C. by
Garga   himself   on   whose verse Kalhana raises  this
controversy ; and we have shown that the same tradition
prevailed at the time when the Mahabharata was  last
recast,  about 300 B.C.    We think the evidence is so
strong on this point that we cannot disconnect the two
events.   One may assign to the beginning of the Kali-
age and the war a date later than   3101   B.C,   but
it cannot be held that the latter happened 653 years
.after the former,
We now turn to the argument based upon the astro-
nomical references in the Mahabharata of which much
has been made by some thinkers. We, on our part,
believe that most of these references are of doubtful
authenticity, in other words that they do not belong to
the original Mahabharata of Vyasa but to its latest
edition. It will be admitted by all that some of them
are fanciful and absurd* The last editor probably wished
to accumulate the number of the evil omens which
1 Kalhana himself states further on that Gonand being killed in a
fight with Krishna, his son being an infant was not asked to take
share in the fight between the Kauravas and Pandavas.